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XS CANT STOR SIRIKES

‘ AS THIS ISSUE goes to press, the Labour Government strikes an-
other blow &t the workers, This time it is ten Lomdon geasworkers,
each sentenced to & fine of %20 - with only six weeks to. pay - for
stopping work, who are the victims of the Stste and employers'
ruthless war agsinst the working-clsass,

The men's eoriginel sentences of one month's imprisonment were
varied to the fines by en epreels court, otelinist Cleude Berr-
idge, of the Netionel Trade Urnion Defence Committee - emne of whose
Blleged eaims was to defend the ten strikers - hes heiled the court
decision as & "great vietory" for the workers, This stetement is
utter nonsense, -

o

WHAT MATTERS IS THAT THE
GOING ON STRIKE,

TATE HAS PENALISED WORKERS FOR

Nor is this the first time, even under the Labour Govermment,
that the power of the State hes been invoked ageirst the workers,
After the very successful Grimethorpe Colliery strike of 1747 -
geeinst the ineressed stint - meny miners were heavily fined for
breach of & contrasct negotieted by & union executive far above
their heads,-  This procedure hes been repested meny times else-
where, And twice hes =& State of Emersency been declared by the
Goverximent during London docks strikes, under the Emergency Powers
Aet of 1920, which the Lebour Perty them opposed im Parliement,

"Waet then, cen we do when repressive enti-strike legislation
is used egeinst us? If wé stick to the letter of the laW, and
never teke direct sction for our economic good, we shall without
doubt be forced to sccept &n ever-lowering stemderd of living,

Even if weges ere net cut - #nd there is no guerentee of- that
- they will buleess gs prices continue their spiral;sky@ards. We
heve, them, omly oue choice - we must go eheed to meintein eand
improve our living stendards, whether or not the politicisms or
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anyone else try to restrict our meens of struggle,

Some Lancsshire miners recently set a shining exemple of how
to deal with any such nonsense from the courts of law: severel
thousand struck work when & workmete, Jim Horrocks, was jailed
ﬁor his pert . in & previous strike, The Law decided theat he
"broke & contract,"

Within a few days, Horrocks hed been relessed, It is even
rumoured thet the Co2l Boerd peid his fine! i f

As reported in our lest issue, our Finmish brothers elso de- ’
fied & law outlawing strikes (passed in wertime end never repegled, “
like ‘most dirty legislation), end thereby Dushed up the gemersl = . ‘
level of their wages by 156, 4 . S : : Sis

. ..The way to beat Order 1302, Emergeucy Powers, ‘eni other .
Slmllgr enti=labour lews is to defy them, and slways to stick by
8 workmate who is victimised, The way to best the boss is by .
fighting him, ranes ST M P B ey

DEATEH %0 FRALWCOW -

Four Ansrchists freed &t triel in Gemos

A week after the hypocritic "democratic" politicisns of. the
United Nstions hed voted for the resumption of mormel diplometiec
relations with fescist Frenco Spein, four Apsrchists .stood their
triel din Gemos, Itely, . = §uoia o = i Tes ks B

Three of them - Gaetano Eusico;-ﬁugénio\de Lucchi end Gaspare
Mencuso = -faced cherges, which they freely sdmitted, of an armed
attack on the Frenco counsulete in Genoa, duriung November, 174/,

The fourth - Vicenzo Tocceiondo —~-wes indicted for en srticle in e
Genoese peper, in which he expressed the uncouditional solidarity
of the Ligurisn Ansrchists for fhe.action of the three men,

The trial, held in the Palace of Justice before a courtroom
crowded with anti-fascists, resulted in the freeixg of ell-four :
comrades, But it schieved more - than .that, Durinz the hesrings Q'
witness after witness testified  to the - inhuman brutality of the -
Frenco regime, and to the heroic resistance of the, Spanish Anar-
chists end Syndicelists, From being a” trisl of four liberter-
isn workers, the trisl developed into & public enti-fescist demon-
stration, -

Busi-* spokeé of the time he hed spent im the ranks of the
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resistence movement in Spein during 1945 emnd 1946, He' named
some of the comredes who had secrificed their lives in the srmed
struggle egeinst Fremco — gmong them Jose Sebater, Alpuente, =t
Rodripuez,.Barreo Amedor Frenco emd Froncisco Mertinez, - The
etteck on the consulete, he seid, wes an act of protest sgainst
Franco's persecutlons, end . en autempt to waken.people from thelr
apathy towards oppressed Spein, 3 i - :

De Imechi, speeking of fesclst crlmes, declared._"ﬂhey must
not be ellowed to continue, Our comredes exd other enti-fescist
Spenierds must not die beceuse of the world's 1nd1fference.. S ome =
one must Treply thh the meiled fist," i '

Mancu%o told how he had e%caped efter the attaok on the GOn-“

sulete, snd how he geve himself up to the Itelian -police ""Bu81co
end De Iucchi would heve peid for whet ‘the three of us dld i B R

wes my duty to be with them,"

Our Spexish comrpde, Federice Momtseny, gave carefully doc=
umented evidence of the Felengist terror egoinst Ansrcho- syndlcal-
ists, Besque Ce thollcs, ooclcllsts, Communlsta, Republlcrns,
trﬂde-unlonlﬂts, : '

S

For= flghtors in the Spenish’ blVll War spokc oi the rsecieal’
achievements of the C,N,T, end F.A, I. A letter wes read from the
writer, Cerlo Levi, In it he szid! "The Sponish Angrchist move-
ment, besed om the C,N,T.,, hes been ¢nd is ¢ brood; popular move-
ment, which reprecetts the moat genuine hlmtorlcal expressmon of.

the Spenish’ people,“;“ v AL o T
Six lewyers - mem who hed volunterily offered - théif serﬁlces

~ defended the -¢ccuseds Noune of them mede -any apology for the

gction of-our comredes, 211 of them- declered that the: wct wes -

¢ Justified reply to fescist barberism, Desth to Eranco. Long
live freedom in Spaini" cried one,

The -judgement of -the court wes &, complete ncqulttrl of
Toccefondo, ond nominol sentences on the other three, which meant -
their immedinte relerse, Our wormest greetings go to them, ond
to the Itelisn end other comrodes who, organised .their defenoe.

- " -

|._.___ : _____.,—-_.\.._ i i s it S S A i l'\ll'J:E AI_\:YJU}‘I I IE . ¥ 3 i __.__...-_. s _ TR
L U.S..G0vt, oids Spenish Fescism

| “In Weshington, it wes be-kifd~to-dictstors week, At .
’ long lsst, Froncisco Franco of Sppin got the E.C.A, 'loen
1 he had been seeking , , ., E.C,A, snnounced it would degin.

immediotely to cncnnel to Spenish industry ound compenies ,)
\_ . .. . $62.5 million," - TIME, 27.11,50,
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Textiles Todey, I , : s By J.0.Pilling

O\/ERSEAS COMPETITION

IT IS REMARKABLE thet the British and Americen govern-—
ments cen send 8 textile mission to Japau, gnd thet mission
only enters oune¢ Jiepenese mill, and that mlll ig, as they quite
candidly and opemnly adnit, ‘g ehowcaee and the only omne of its
kind in’the.whole of the country. © It was featured in-en art-
icle in the Northern "Laily Telezraph", before the Amglo- ~— '~
Americen mission hed returned or hed given its report, ond was.
obviously teken from the usual press feeLure SO0Urces, The
Queoker choeolrte kings. hove nothing on this polaticl
sweet-shop. The timetoble for the girls is worked out id &
way that surpssses Billy Butlin, ond one crm 2lmost-see them °
enjoying themselves to order in the ping-pong room,  The

vigit to this employers' peredlee wasg not part of the mission,
but just en afterumoon pi¢nic, nne ‘miseion wae .one to’ co-

ordinate trede,

For five years now, the tex+11e emnloyers end'uﬁlon 1ead-

ers have been brlnelﬂr up the bogy of Japenese competition &s 54

en 8id to their "work hsrder" cempsign, . They would igunore the
fact of the Pecific wer, and Pretend Japen stende as an equel
power 1nsteed of an Americen colony. : :

Whenever there is eny tﬂlk of foreign competition by the .
bosses, that is the workers' ersument for the Syndicelist Work-
ers Federetion, As o section of the International Working
Mens. ASSOCI“thﬂ,‘1+ is the ounly industriel organisation that
prectises intermationel wevk1n6—claﬂe goliderity, the omnly body
thet recognises that the 1Ltereete of tne Worklng people in all
lends ere the ecme, i

‘Before the war it wig IBdl"ﬂ comeetltlon, ‘The seme, old
hypocr1tlcsl ottitude: for, when Lenceshire wegvers were in the
dole ‘queue, it wes not their Indian comredes that were to blome,
but the British empl@ylnn ¢lass, who controlled the industry in
both countries, Why don't they telk of Indisn competition now?
Ard why not of the U,S. insteod of the -Jepenese, beceuse the
fact is thet British textile prices heve to equel the Americen,
and the currency dlep rlfy te;em 1nto ‘eccount?

The Tories sre mnow puttan out tre 11me thet it is Chinese
competltlon thet is most demgerous, Ppresumably because the
mejor ecomomic counflict ot present is between the Americen ond
Russien blocs, esnd sooner or lﬂter'+hls will develep into a
_shooting war, ~ The truth is fhat auy éxcuse is good enough to
make the working-class work harder and, &t the seme time, keep

3
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weges down, If that can be done by causing international bad
feeling, so much the better, More than amything in the world
the employing cless and their tools im parliement fear the sol-
arity of the workers, end when this is extended beyond the

arb1trar¥ netional fxortlers thelr rege kuows mo bounds, Remem-
ber how the gutter press howied when the seemen on the

Cunerders struck: 1n sympethy with Amerlcan portwor Rers & Gouple
of years ago?

The +reateat Strength of the workers lies in their solid-
arity, end the ONLY effective wey of dealing with the world
crisis - the permement world crisis - is thé internatioel .
workimng-cless c‘ol:td"rl‘t;;' for whleh.ﬁll sections of the I, Welle o
stend, .

TWO COQD MEETINGS:

Arising from e chonllenge in the columns of the loceal paper,
our Merseyside comrade, Dcve Eude, deboted thaot "the Communist
Party of Grest Britoinm hes omitted to state ony other policy
them thet whiceh hos broug ht disoster to Russis," with a member
of Colne (ILancs,) breunch of the C,P., before a "erowded audience
in the Co-operative Hall Guild Room 8t Colne on Sunday, Nov.l2,

" Comrede Pude, in & well-documented speech, geve a factual
survey of the development of Stslinigm, abow1ﬂ& how the interests
of the Russien ruling-cless have aslweys been opposed tc those
of the 1ntelnablon91 wortiiigclass, Referring to the "Peace
Cempeign," he showed - by references to %the hlstorv of ' the USSR -
thet the Communist Perty hed used propegends for wer or pesce
to suit,.its own pearticuler 1Ltcrasts.

In reply, Hubert Smith (Colue C,P.) put forw_rd g reform
policy, similer +o thet of the Labour Perty - socisl welfere,
maternity ‘gronts, cod-liver oil for children, etec, Re jecting
workers' control of industry, he seid the C.P, reolised the
importence of the mrouegerisl cless, An 5,W,F, member in the
cudience jumped im with the.observetion thet, on"Smith's own
admission, the C.P, wes g middle-cleogss party, Which, for some
rerson, seened to annoy middle-closs porty members Dreswnt

Whe meeting represented ¢ big step forward for our locel
group, os 8 lrrge mumber of peoole heard S,W. F. policy for the
firat time,

The following Sunday, November 19 yubllc meetlng was

celled hy Nelson ond Colne Anti-iilite xlst UOﬂmlttee -at the
Weavers' Institute; Nelson, Delezgote speaker for the S.W.F,
wes Julirng?illing, who cutlined Syndicelist onti-militerist
policy te tn cudience of more then 100, Other. speakers were
from the Imdependent Labour Porty, Peoce Pledge Unioun end the
Colne ond Nelsom Libertorien Grouy,
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Prineivles of Syndiealism, II By TOM BROWN

RN PR D E AT (S
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IN THE FIRST erticle of this series, Published inm the lovember
1ssue of DIRECT ACTION, we outlined the Syndicalist organisat-
iom, First the sssembly of workers asud their Job committes at .
their plsce of employment - fectory, ship, mine, shop, oiifice
ete, - Next the federation of factory or job committess of esch
one industry into & district imdustrisl federation, &s the Scot-.
ish Miners Federation, the Yorkshire Textile Federation, the
Midland Reailmen's Federstion, snd so on for cech industry end
eech economic district, From these come the netionsl federat-
ion of eech imdustry - roasd trausport, engineering, distribution,
building, etec, Then 211 netionsl iundustrial unions or Syundic- -
etes ere federated to the Netionsl Countederation of ILebour, 5
covering the whole ecounomy of the country, In the other dir-
ection, eech factory meeting snd committee is efiilisted to the
locel council of syndicetes, somewhes like the familiar Councils
of ection, though much more thoroush,

In our first erticle we apylied the wyikdicalist principle”
of orgenisetion to the pregent stege of the class struggle aloue,
But the seme principle ig agplied during the rnevolution, when the
cless Strueggle bursts its normel bounds oi socisl restraint axd"
the two clesses confront ome snother over the barricsdes, .

The fecetory, pit and other job orgeuisations "teke possession
of the Dpleces of work and operate them for the working class,
cutting off the supplies =ud gervices of the employing class,

The millers suprly the flour to the bakers, the bakers distribute
breed to the people, The power gtation workers seund electric
current to the fectories while receiving coel from the revolut~
ionery miners, The Farm Workers Symdicate collects food end
geuds 1t to the towns; the sunicipsl Workers' ‘Syndicate meinteins
the essential services of town life, and commuilice tions are re-
established hy the Lostsl workere, Reil, roed and weter trens-
DPort workers cerry goods end. services among the many industries
end localities, s L :

.

At the seme time, the .grip of the oyndicates on the socisal
economy pPrevents the employiing clesss obtaining the éssentiels
of existence, No food, mo water, mo ges, no servent for their '
homes, The more time they spend cooking or carrying buckets
of weter, the less time they have, for blecklegging or shooting
workers, -No trains, no petrdl for their carsg, no emmuuition
from their fesctories, no telephone, no newspsper to priut their
obscene lies, Other te2gks ere cérried out by the various org-
ang of the syndicestes! chief of these is the extension end -

& i

.
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defence '0f the revolutioxn,

The reiging ond srming of the Workers' Militie is -chiefly .-
the work of* the «féctory commiitees =nd the organigation of ;
Workers' -Patrols, to wuerd sceinst hooligans and counter-
revolutionists, is thet of the locsl Coumcil of Syundicetes,
Without goods,end services to be bought, the cheque books of
the cepitalists become useless; they csn rno longer hire the
services of thugs erd blsokleds. :

_ With the triumph of the revolutiom, the functions of the it
Syndicates change and develop, but the cougtructional priuneiple -
remeains the seame, °  'The Dpurdose of the committecs and federat-
ions is now'solely thst of running the gocial gconomy, the
industries ‘end ssrvices, Wiet men cousume no louger depends

on how mucl: money cach possesses or ‘the oscilletions of the mark-
et, but on what men need exd the coracity of industry to .meet
these needsg, : ; - & 3

The Netionel Confederstion of Lebour will meei guerterly,
monthly, or et whsntever intervsls ore found necessary, to con—
sider the.ecouomic progremme, Guided by the trends in taste,
the rise end. fell of particuler demends end informetion supplied
by the Distributive Workers' Syndicete, they will form the pro-
gremme of esch groud of utilitieg, If 2,000,000 yards of wool
textiles ere likely to be needed for the coming yegar, then thst
task will be;hended to the Textile Workers' Syndicate, who will
divide it smong their diptricts, In turn, each district will
2llot the shere of the district tesk to each mill, according
to the mumber. of workers snd the mechine capacity of the.under-
taking, ‘ ‘ -

To the Clothing Workérs' Sywndicate will be gilven the work
of producing so meny suibts, coats, etec, To the Miners' Symnd-
icete the responsibility to raise so much coegl, the Iron. emnd
Steel Syndicate so much finiged metal, the Wood Workers' Syud-
icate so meny articles of furniture, :

Through the same chennels will be exprespged the needs of the
Syndicetes =8 well ag the needs of individuals, The Iron.end
Steel Syndicete reguires ore, limestone aund coke. The Comstruct-
ion Syndicete needs timber, bricks end cement .- The economic
council of labour mskes possible complete economio Planning
instead of the present chaos, It is not Syndicsliem which
meens cheog; it is the present cspitslist system which hes
brought soeiety to the zreastest cheog, ecomomic end political,
ever known, :

The consideretions of the notiorsl gcomomic couneil will
not, of course, be limited to oume Perticukar cooniry, While



each country end reeion will

in certein erees, It will

develop its own resources, &s
ageinst the Present stupidity of internstionel finance capit-
2l, there will remein some utilities which cen better be made

be the work ‘of the economic coun-

cil to import such -things - sey oranges to Briteim - amnd to

export otkers - ‘sey textile goods or machinery,

Let us here correct s migconception which'may'ﬁe'creepimgr

into the minds of some resders,

istie,

Syndicelism is 'not national—. .

The internstionsl cherecter of Symdiceliem hes found.

€XDression in the Internetionsl Working iens Association., of.

whieh the Symdicelist Workers

ioxn,

: % 3 3 . 1 i,
Federction is the: British Sect-

But historiocl comditions force us to fizht withninm

g i

notional bounderies end we do not determine the choracter of

the cless strusgle,
the outeome of technologicol

The politicel orgenigeti
ment of men by men recording
Sociel orgenisetiom, besed on
reguléting mechines snd u+ili

© © The grestest tragedy of

districts are ‘torm spert by Ir

scielce or meture,

reilweys, rivers, ce
the impoverishment o
Left to mormel socis
ies, London streteh
clong the Clyde, oxnd the some
~ud “the Mersey,
used not to umnite, but to div
end the Demube, olong whose b

M s
Throts

e
gl syste

Fh o
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have been used =s frontiers,

Hevertheless, ‘Syndicclism sceks the com-—
Plete sbolition of netionrl frontiers,

Indeed, fhis must be

development if ellowed. to. contimie.’

on of society, tha
to territory, must g
0

zive way to @
the admirigstretion of things, men
ties in 2 world econeomy,’ :

is thet complete economic
°¥s which heve mo basig in

thout Lurope frontisrs cut throuzh
= . ; &

ms eud electric tresusmission to

he Continent énd the fruition.of wer,

ment, rivers unite men in compuni t-

g elong both beuks of the Themes, Glaosiow
oo

ig® trmae of the Tyne, the Hmmber

But when froutiers ere mode, rivers ore often
ide men, Fivers like the HEhine |
axks greect comminities have: Srown,

Wworkers hove been cut off from
their employment, ond merehonts from their trodes . Fomilies

1L
have been divided rpud towns riined by the copricious boundary

mtkers, who call their crimes

The confliet of technics
life impossible, Onece one
stop o1 thrt: now one must sa

erebles us %o -trevel across the C

2 Pedce confsrefice,

cud politics thrertens to moke :

might sey thet Burope wos one ond
¥ the world is one, fechnics
Continent in 8 few hours or

4
¥
encirele the earch in a few days, ‘or send 8 messege -round its

girdle in & few minutes

But politics works the opposite way,
e

¢ o
Even to travel-ecross Europe, with th most prpnsrye*mode of -
land. transport, takes several days beggusE_oi_tne obstecles
bpleced imn ome's wey by politicel orsasunisstion;

Just before the first World Wer, even with countries

o e
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hraving & thoroush passport system, few obstacles stood in the
vreveller's path, But just before the last -wer, the barriers hed
grown enormously, To stricter pessports were added visas, the
customs were iuncreased and eu entirely new kind of mouey customs
invented, Today, of course, ‘the situstiom is fer worse. As
technology progressed, politics retrogressed, The final stage

of the conflict of techrics eund politics comes when the letter
dividing men unto death, utilises the former for the construction
of .tauks, gums and plsnes to the destruction of the sociszl

“economy,

It'is the eim of Symdicslism to sweep awaey ell frontiers, to
unite humenity in 2 world federation of producers eand end ‘poverty,
oOPPression, exploitetion snd war, '

Next month ~ “ABOLITION OF THE WAGES SYS TEM"

BANNING THE BANNERS

Politiciens emnd would-be politiciens heve an ebsolute psssion
for bauning things, ‘ _

The "Daily Worker" and the Communists ere continuelly celling
for the bemming of the Foscists, while the Fescists end some
iories ere eoger to bem the Communists, : b
¥or the lest two yeors the Lomdon Trrdes Council merch to
lger Squere in celebrotion of Mey Dey nas been declored
Phis Lies been 50 becsuse some People esked the Home Sec.reta'ry
not to cllow the Fascists to merch, Chuter Bde readily gronted
their wish, snd bermed ell politicol Processions im the London
tree, : _

The British Pse¢e Committee with its "programme for peace'
emong other things-calls for & reduction in srmaments sxnd banning
of the atemic bomb, Millions of people sre siguning tne "Peace
Petition," believing it cen avert amother wsr, R :

Those who sisn the petitiom should reslise thet, if the
politicians decide on wer end can get the workers as cannon-fodder,
then we will heve wser, Ard if they decide to use the atomic

sgein, they will use it, =
* N§w1t5 ben it all, our goverument hes beunned meny of the
would-be bernners of the etomic bomb from enfering the country,

In America esnd Austraslies politiciens who pride themselvea on -
beine "defenders of freedom," "the Western way'of-lifg" end all
that: go in for banning no less then in-the tota?ltarlen cgunt-
ries, so it is not worth axry worker'taklng.part in any coming
wer, becruse 28 cen be seen, there is mothing to choose between
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either side,

The only course for the - working-cless is to reject: politic-
iens and zovernménts end, insteed, orgsnise lzfust“lﬁlLv, organ- 3
ise end prepere xor WO?KGTQT contsrol of effeirs, ﬂnd then ben =
polltlclnﬂ%, : o A,h

S>URF L: T OF 8 HAVIANA _ \

MARK TWAIN wrote “thet one of the lesser trhqedles'of the :
[ peovle who hed, perhaps,

il -

deabh of Dickene, + 57 ~weg the svrie of
heppered to shoke honds with the men once '‘or twice, D*e1.1~ round
lecturing on "Dickens as I kuew him"! rh 8 ulgegrs elready to
‘have begun with Bernerd Shew — indeed ore's impregsion is thet it
stoerted os soom o8 it wes known he wee going to die,

e+
'm
2

l”_‘-

The court jester of the first helf of the twentieth century
ig deed, end the world is no richer, no poorer.” Our comraede
Federice Montseny, in s&n lLLG“&Sulﬂ” erticle, compsred Shaw and
-Wells to Thockerey and Dickens - +he petrician ond the plebeien
Shew w:.l1 dete 8s Thackeray hes deted end, until mexny years aave
Pest. ond meny socicl chen zes been seen, @ sensivle vb;u tion_of his
work will modt e possnr1e, : R

Greet men of this tvnc aTe PlW'JS dl%pens“ble. 'Wm’rlnL in
1940, Cuy Aldred rrIefrwd to Shew es "Britein's doting sage ond
uPLCuD TGVOlubLQL'TV such icomoclasm is neﬂlthy, The real
mepsure of rt men tode 'V 1s the amount: of hetred the: ruling
class have for biﬂ“ gnd. it PON‘akpeafS they ell-loved Shew,

it

lhau uynd¢0311ﬁ*: in time of wer, could say, "Pell the men
to shoot their officers end .come home," &nd still be allowed to -
reside inihyot % Lawrence? .8 odls? 5 0

S ..._.__._,,..... : '. __ 1' LITERATURE - i S ) o

MIPFA“L BAKURIN ‘& KARL MARX (X,J. Kenafick) —-—=--=- ===~ 5/6
TRADE UNIOKISM OR SYNDICALISH (Tom Brown) ---—----————- 44 . i
:  BRITISH GENERAL u”leu (Tom brow“) RS A e S = 38 ¢
| SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE (Tom Brown) =-===-—mmemcceeccooan 24 0
STRUG GGLE IN THE FLCTOPY (Bquity)——m=mmmmm e mmm e 4d ¥
JFEOPIE & CHARLATANS (A, Caltabisno) =—=me-——emmm—mm—ee - 34 -
' "ﬁll Prices pogt-free from: S.W,F., <2a ﬁmbcr¢ey Road,

ey London W,7, : : !

Publlghed by the S.W,F,, 22a, Amberley'dcad, London W.J.



